The Dangers of 
Asian Escalation 


ilarquis Childs 

i’HE WITNESS had just concluded 
his testimony before the Senate Foreign 
Keiations Commhtee, speaking with the 
deliberation of one who weighs his 
words with the greatest care. In the 
momentary silence that followed. Chair- 
man J. William Fulbright said: 

“1 know of no one better qualified to 
comment on this than you are.” 
George F. Kennan had come out of 
his academic solitude at Princeton 
where he is a professor at the Institute 
for Advanced Studies, to give his views 
and peace. Former chairman of 
planning 

staff Ambassador to the Soviet Union 
to Yugoslavia, author of de- 
finitive studies on Eussia that have won 
every hterary award, Kennan’s qualifi- 
Cations could not be disputed. 

IN HIS APPEAEANCE before the 
committee and in two preceding 
speeches Kennan had uttered a grave 
escalating the war in Viet- 
the United 

Worn bringing Eussia and China 
together agam and facing the two nu- 
almost alone. Asked by Sen 
Stuairt Symington (D-Mo.), a former 

what would 

Chi^a American bombing of 

t^biria, Kennan replied: 

, “- ■ . It is my feeling that in these 
circumstances they would feel them- 
^lyes compeUed to give mEittary aid to 
China, probably short of getting in a 

Bu"t US merniives 

But in tte process, I think, Soviet-Amer- 
can relations would be very seriouslv 
damaged for a long time to^cor^! 

The problem we have over the next 

reSmfls f Communfst 
regime is a tremendously serious one 

^ry ve^ bitter and dKfi™ much’ 

problem with the Eus- 

th« solution of this problem with 

»itt telovSl 

In other words, if we are goine to 
cope successfully with the Chinlse Com 
muni^ we must opt if we can -1 !t d^s 

nal ra.ther than two. It d^s 

Hussians to 

come down on tiie Chinese side m the 
conflict against us.” 

It was no secret that privately several 


m the curious atmTspL^^^^^^^ 

to' z“i; 

the^tab^simu™ J'*® ®P”storial side of 
cialists ^°y^ledgeable spe- 

vi“ 

srprL‘‘j“s,“e^o€i”““-' 

jtoliep is toUh'fc S' ■ 

Sn” s“ r“d'St«l''‘- ' 

exteeme have denoimced U Buf C 

have done so without his broad range 
Twf ^ background. ^ , 

spSen o\t wht E LShfS^ 
lectures in London in 1957 he sussesteri 

a„55‘*E™r‘f“' “« 5a 

t-entral Europe along the lines of the ; 

ister, Adam Eapacki. The hard-liners: 

^ attack, 

his address at the Pacem in Terris 
conference in New York, called to con 
^der ways to implement Pope jZ 

s™d theZeH^^^” Kennan 

sideration^+n serious con- 

siaOTation to proposals “lookine to a 

restriction of the place of nuclear wean- 
ons m Europe’s defenses.” This would 
be one way to ease tensions Tnd hSp 
build a working relationship with the ' 
Soviet Union. Behind this riew “ the 
assumption basic to the Kennedy Ad- 
ministration’s foreign policy in working 
out the nuclear test-ban treaty _ thaf : 
in a period of peace and prosperity fhe 
Communist powers wiE relax totahtar 

aS.“"?eStr P'“» “ ®“S: : 

In his thmd utterance, a speech a-4 
Princeton University, Kennan dealt 
more directly with the Asian confronta- 
called for a reduction of Ameri- 
iu the Far East The 
nited States must come to terms ini 

fZlsZn,Sc^ SicS 

hid fcadeS '>® '“4: 

One consequence of the widening con . 

Sifdif ^ hardening If al 

titudes here at home. Or, at any rate 
those who do speak out for the most part ■ 

mxe any and all risks to subdue the 
Communist guerrillas in Viet-Nam. 



